User’s Guide

This book is a student-centered text. In other words, the teacher and the text
organize the students’ work in the classroom, but the students work on the
book individually or in pairs or even small groups. Teacher-talk is reduced to a
minimum, and this also allows the teacher the opportunity to monitor the
students’ work and assist individuals as the need arises. The following proce-
dure has been effective:

1. The teacher briefly introduces the main point(s) of the unit. One way
to do this easily and effectively is to point out the “The Problem” (the
typical mistake) that is located under the title of each unit.

2. The students work on the exercises individually or in pairs or small
groups up to the last two exercises in the unit. The directions are clearly
worded and user-friendly so the students will be able to proceed through
the exercises without additional support from the teacher.

3. After the students have completed the exercises, they check them in
groups. If they did the exercise with a partner or group, they should find
a new partner or group to have a different set of eyes check the answers.
When there is disagreement, the teacher can become involved. It can be
especially effective if the teacher helps the students resolve the problem
and figure out the answer by asking leading questions rather than by
simply telling them the “correct” answer.

4. The teacher reads the next-to-last exercise in the unit. This is, in
effect, a short listening comprehension exercise in the form of a dicta-
tion which incorporates the grammar point of the unit. Notice that in
Units 1-10, the students have part of the sentence and are listening for
the “gaps.” This is the least challenging kind of dictation. In Units 11-
20, the students have single-word cues and must construct more of the
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dictated sentence. In the final units, the students are required to capture
and produce the entire sentence. The scripts for these exercises are found
in the back of the book.

5. The students do the last exercise in the unit on their own, applying
the grammar point to a short, original writing task. This can be done in
class or as homework. It is the only exercise that the teacher would need
to check.

The Grammar Groups Units, which serve the purpose of reviewing the previ-
ous units, are also designed to be done with a minimum of teacher input. In
addition to reviewing the grammar, the students may also discover that they
can learn a lot from each other, helping them become more effective in
coooperative learning contexts and ultimately becoming more confident and
independent as learners.

A Drief glossary of grammatical terms is included in the back of the book for
reference purposes.

For the students, there is a chart of common irregular verbs following the
glossary.

An answer key is available on www.ProLinguaAssociates.com, as well as in
printed form.
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