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Native Peoples of North America

U.S. and Canadian Indian Nations

Eastern 
Woodlands
Abenaki
Algonquian
Conoy
Delaware
Erie
Fox
Huron
Illinois
Iroquois
   Cayuga
   Mohawk
   Onondaga
   Oneida
   Seneca
   Tuscarora
Kickapoo
Laurentian
Mahican
Malecite
Massachuset
Menominee
Miami
Micmac
Mohegan
Montauk
Nanticoke
Narraganset
Nauset
Neutral
Niantic
Nipmuc
Ojibwa
Pamlico
Passamaquoddy
Pennacook
Penobscot
Pequot
Pocomtuc
Potawatomi
Powhatan
Sauk
Susquehanna
Tionontati
Wampanoag

Wappinger
Wenrohronon
Winnebago
Wyandot

Southeast
Acolapissa
Acuera
Adai
Ais
Akokisa
Alabama
Apalachee
Atakapa
Avoyel
Bayogoula
Caddo
Calusa
Cape Fear
Chatot
Cheraw
Cherokee
Chiaha
Chickasaw
Chitimacha
Choctaw
Congaree
Coosa
Coweta
Creek
Cusabo
Dakota
   Biloxi
   Catawba
   Ofo
   Tutelo
Eno
Eufaula
Fresh Water
Guacata
Guale
Hasinai
Hitchiti
Houma
Jeaga
Kasihta

Koasati
Manahoac
Mobile
Mococo
Monacan
Nahyssan
Naniaba
Natchez
Ocale
Occaneechi
Onatheaqua 
Pascagoula
Pedee
Pensacola 
Pohoy
Potano 
Santee 
Saponi 
Saturiwa 
Sewee
Sugeree
Surruque
Tacatacuru 
Taensa
Tamathli 
Tekesta
Timucua 
Tocobaga 
Tohome
Tunica
Tuskegee 
Uamasee 
Utina
Waccamaw 
Wateree 
Waxhau 
Winyaw 
Woccon 
Yuchi
Yui
Yustaga

Plains
Arapaho 
Arikara 
Assiniboin 

Atsina
Blackfoot
   Blood
   Northern 
   Piegan 
Cheyenne 
Comanche 
Crow
Dakota
   Santee
   Teton
   Yankton
Hidatsa
Iowa
Kansa
Kiowa Apache
Mandan
Missouri
Omaha
Osage
Ota
Oto
Pawnee
Plains Cree
Plains Ojibwa
Ponca
Quapaw
Scarcee
Wichita
Dakota

Northwest
Cayuse
Coeur D’Alene
Columbia
Cowlitz
Flathead
Kalispel
Klamath
Klickitat
Kutenai
Lake
Lillooet
Modoc
Molala
Nespelem

Nez Perce
Okanagon
Sanpoil
Shuswap
Sinkaietk
Spohan
Tenino
Thompson
Umatilla
Walla Walla
Wenatchee
Yakima

Great Basin 
Chemehuevi 
Fish Lake 
Gosiute 
Kaibab
Kawaiisu 
Las Vegas 
Moapa 
Mono 
   Eastern Mono 
   Western Mono 
Numic 
   Central Numic 
   Southern Numic 
   Western Numic 
Pahvant 
Paiute 
   Northern Paiute 
   Southern Paiute 
   Owens Valley 
Paiute 
Red Lake 
Shivwits 
Shoshoni 
   Bannock 
   Eastern Shoshoni 
   Lemhi 
   Northern Shoshoni 
   Panamint 
   Sheep Eater 
   Western Shoshoni 
Tumpanogots 
Uinkarets 
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Ute
   “Weber Ute” 
   Northern Ute 
   Southern Ute 
   Eastern Mono 
   Western Mono

Southwest 
Apache 
Central Pueblo 
   Cochiti 
   Jemez 
   San Felipe 
   Santa Ana 
   Santo Domingo 
   Zia
Eastern Puelo
   Isleta
   Nambe
   Picuris
   San Ildefonso
   San Juan
   Sandia
   Santa Clara
   Taos
   Tesuque
Papago

Pima
Western Pueblo
   Acoma
   Hano
   Hopi
   Laguna
   Zuni
Yuma
   Cocopa
   Havasupai
   Hualapai
   Maricopa
   Mojave
   Yavapai

Northwest 
Coast
Alsea
Chimakum
Chinook
Coos
Hupa
Kalapuya
Karok
Kwalhioqua
Makah
Quileute

Siuslaw
Tillmook
Tututni‑Tolowa
Umpqua
Wiyot
Yurok

California
Achomawi
Akwa’ala
Atsugewi
Cahuilla
Chimariko
Chumash
Coast Miwok
Cocopa
Costanoan
Cupeno
East Diegueno
Esselen
Fernandeno
Gabrieleno
Halchidhoma
Juaneno
Kamia
Kawaiisu
Kitanemuk

Native Peoples of North America (continued)

Luiseno
Maidu
Miwok
Mojave
Mono
Nisenan
Patwin
Poma
Saboba
Salinan
Serrano
Shasta
Tubatulabal
Wappo
Washo
West Diegueno
Wintu
Wintun
Yana
Yokut
Yuki
Yuma

Alaska
Inuit
Aleut
American Indian

Ingalik
Kutchin
Tanaina
Tinneh
Tlingit
Tsimshian

Puerto Rico
Taino

Hawaii
Hawaiian

Canada*
Abenaki
Algonkin
Huron
Inuit
Iroquois
Micmac
Montagnais
Nipissing
Ojibwa
Ottawa
Pennacook
Potawatomi

* There are 630 Indian groups in Canada; these are referred to as First Nations and Indian Bands. 
Other Aboriginal peoples are called Inuit (also called Eskimos) and Métis (people of mixed heritage). 
This table is based on the most recent, 1996, census:

				    Indians/First Nations	    Métis	 Inuit		  Total Aboriginal

Newfoundland		       5,430		       4,685	    4,265	    14,205	
Prince Edward Island	         825		          120	         15	         950	
Nova Scotia			      11,340		          860	       210	    12,380
New Brunswick		       9,189		          975	       120	    10,250
Quebec			      47,600		     16,075	    8,300	    71,415
Ontario			    118,830		     22,790	    1,300	  141,525
Manitoba			      82,990		     46,195	       360	  128,685
Saskatchewan		     75,205		     36,535	       190	  111,245
Alberta			      72,645		     50,745	       795	  122,840
British Columbia		   113,315		     26,750	       815	  139,655
Yukon				        5,530		          565	       110	      6,175
Northwest Territories*	    11,400		       3,895	  24,600	    39,690
Canada (total)		  554,290		  210,190	 41,080		 799,010
	 * As of 1999, many of  these people live in the new territory of Nunavut. See the next page.
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Largest U.S Indian Reservations (1987)

Reservation
Navajo
Cherokee
Creek
Choctaw
Pine Ridge
Southern Pueblos
Chicksaw
Rosebud
Gila River
Papago‑Sells
Turtle Mountain
Hopi
Standing Rock
Fort Apache
Zuni
Pawnee
Northern Pueblos
Shawnee
Blackfoot
Yakima
Wind River

* 1984 data

Nation
Navajo
Cherokee
Creek
Choctaw
Dakota

Chicksaw
Dakota
Pima
Papago
Ojibwa
Hopi
Dakota
Apache
Zuni
Pawnee

Shawnee
Blackfoot
Yakima
Shoshone, Arapaho

Location
Arizona, New Mexico, Utah
Oklahoma
Oklahoma
Oklahoma
South Dakota
New Mexico
Oklahoma
South Dakota
Arizona
Arizona
North Dakota
Arizona
North Dakota, South Dakota
Arizona
New Mexico
Oklahoma
New Mexico
Oklahoma, Texas
Montana
Washington
Wyoming

Population 
173,018 
  58,232 
  54,606 
  21,858 
  19,246 
  17,079 
  11,780 
  11,685 * 
  10,688 
  10,138 
    9,889 
    9,040 
    8,612 
    8,421 
    8,135 
    7,657 
    7,651 
    7,263 
    7,193 
    6,846 
    5,124

Native Peoples of North America (continued)

Canada

In 1996 there were 77 Indian reserves and communities in the Canadian census. On April 1st, 
1999, a large territory in the north of Canada was established by the Canadian government taking 
the central and eastern portions of the Northwest Territories. The new self-governing territory is 
called Nunavut, which means “Our Land” in Inuit. 85 percent of the population are Inuit. With an 
area of 2 million square kilometers, Nunavut represents one fifth of the Canadian land mass.

Sources:	 The 1990 Information Plesse Almanac, Boston © 1989
		  The Encyclopaedia Brittanica, Chicago ©1990
		  North American Indians, Alice B. Kehow
		  Indian and Northern Affairs Canada website, www.ina.gc.ca 1999
		  1996 Census/Statistics Canada website, www.statcan.ca 1999

This topic has not been removed from The ESL Miscellany, but it has been greatly 
simplified and reduced to make it more useful to more teachers.

If this information is of use to you, you may print or photocopy it for classroom use. 


